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Below are a few historical articles. I want 
you to read each of them. I wrote questions 
on each for you to answer. The work will 
also be on Google Classroom if you want to 
do the work there. If not then you can write 
your answers on this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assignment 1 
 
Joint Resolution of U.S. Congress: Public Law 88-408, August 7, 1964, Approved on 
August 10, 1964To promote the maintenance of international peace and security in 
southeast Asia.Whereas naval units of the Communist regime in Vietnam, in violation of 
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and of international law, have 
deliberately and repeatedly attacked United States naval vessels lawfully present in 
international waters, and have thereby created a serious threat to international peace; 
andWhereas these attacks are part of a deliberate and systematic campaign of 
aggression that the Communist regime in North Vietnam has been waging against its 
neighbors and the nations joined with them in the collective defense of their freedom; 
andWhereas the United States is assisting the peoples of southeast Asia to protect their 
freedom and has no territorial, military or political ambitions in that area, but desires only 
that these peoples should be left in peace to work out their own destinies in their own 
way: Now, therefore, be itResolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Congress approves and 
supports the determination of the President, as Commander iii Chief, to take all 
necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States 
and to prevent further aggression.Sec. 2. The United States regards as vital to its 
national interest and to world peace the maintenance of international peace and security 
in southeast Asia. Consonant with the Constitution of the United States and the Charter 
of the United Nations and in accordance with its obligations under the Southeast Asia 
Collective Defense Treaty, the United States is, therefore, prepared, as the President 
determines, to take all necessary steps, including the use of armed force, to assist any 
member or protocol state of the South-east Asia Collective Defense Treaty requesting 
assistance in defense of its freedom.Sec. 3. This resolution shall expire when the 
President shall determine that the peace and security of the area is reasonably assured 
by international conditions created by action of the United Nations or otherwise, except 
that it may be terminated earlier by concurrent resolution of the Congress. 
 
What is this document and what is the purpose of the document? 
 
What powers are given to the president as a result of this document? 
 
What war does this document get the US into? 
 
Why is this document vital in US history? 
 



What do you think the legacy of this document is, give a reason for why you think what 
you think. 
 
----------- 
 
Assignment 2 
 
The Record of North Vietnam's Campaign to Conquer South Viet-NamSouth Viet-Nam 
is fighting for its life against a brutal campaign of terror and armed attack inspired, 
directed, supplied, and controlled by the Communist regime in Hanoi. This flagrant 
aggression has been going on for years, but recently the pace has quickened and the 
threat has now become acute.The war in Viet-Nam is a new kind of war, a fact as yet 
poorly understood in most parts of the world. Much of the confusion that prevails in the 
thinking of many people, and even many governments, stems from this basic 
misunderstanding. For in Viet-Nam a totally new brand of aggression has been loosed 
against an independent people who want to make their own way in peace and 
freedom.Viet-Nam is not another Greece, where indigenous guerrilla forces used 
friendly neighboring territory as a sanctuary.Viet-Nam is not another Malava, ",here 
Communist guerrillas were, for the most part, physically distinguishable from the 
peaceful majority they sought to control.Viet-Nam is not another Philippines, where 
Communist guerrillas were physically separated from the source of their moral and 
physical support.Above all, the war in Viet-Nam is not a spontaneous and local rebellion 
against the established government.There are elements in the Communist program of 
conquest directed against South Viet-Nam common to each of the previous areas of 
aggression and subversion. But there is one fundamental difference. In Viet-Nam a 
Communist government has set out deliberately to conquer a sovereign people in a 
neighboring state. And to achieve its end, it has used every resource of its own 
government to carry out its carefully planned program of concealed aggression. North 
Viet-Nam's commitment to seize control of the South is no less total than was the 
commitment of the regime in North Korea in 1950. But knowing the consequences of 
the latter's undisguised attack, the planners in Hanoi have tried desperately to conceal 
their band. They have failed and their aggression is as real as that of an invading 
army….The evidence shows that the bard core of the Communist forces attacking 
South Viet-Nam were trained in the North and ordered into the South by Hanoi. It shows 
that the key leadership of the Viet Cong (VC), the officers and much of the cadre, many 
of the technicians, political organizers, and propagandists have come from the North 
and operate under Hanoi's direction. It shows that the training of essential military 
personnel and their infiltration into the South is directed by the Military High Command 
in Hanoi.The evidence shows that many of the weapons and much of the ammunition 



and other supplies used by the Viet Cong have been sent into South Viet-Nam from 
Hanoi. In recent months new types of weapons have been introduced in the VC army, 
for which all ammunition must come from outside sources. Communist China and other 
Communist states have been the prime suppliers of these weapons and ammunition, 
and they have been channeled primarily through North Viet-Nam.The directing force 
behind the effort to conquer South Viet-Nam is the Communist Party in the North, the 
Lao Dong (Workers) Party. As in every Communist state, the party is an integral part of 
the regime itself. North Vietnamese officials have expressed their firm determination to 
absorb South Viet-Nam into the Communist world.Through its Central Committee, which 
controls the government of the North, the Lao Dong Party directs the total political and 
military effort of the Viet Cong. The Military High Command in the North trains the 
military men and sends them into South Viet-Nam. The Central Research Agency, North 
Viet-Nam's central intelligence organization, directs the elaborate espionage and 
subversion effort. . . .Under Hanoi's overall direction the Communists have established 
an extensive machine for carrying on the war within South Viet-Nam. The focal point is 
the Central Office for South Viet-Nam with its political and military subsections and other 
specialized agencies. A subordinate part of this Central Office is the Liberation Front for 
South Viet-Nam. The front was formed at Hanoi's order in 1960. Its principal function is 
to influence opinion abroad and to create the false impression that the aggression in 
South Viet-Nam is an indigenous rebellion against the established government.For 
more than 10 years the people and the Government of South Viet-Nam, exercising the 
inherent right of self-defense, have fought back against these efforts to extend 
Communist power south across the 17th parallel. The United States has responded to 
the appeals of the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam for help in this defense of 
the freedom and independence of its land and its people. 
 
Who the audience of the article is?  
 
What is the purpose of the article? 
 
What is the most important information given in the article and why? 
 
 
 
 
Assignment 3 
 
PEACE NEGOTIATIONS IN VIETNAMLetter from President Johnson to Ho Chi Minh, 
President of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, February 8, 1967Dear Mr. President: I 



am writing to you in the hope that the conflict in Vietnam can be brought to an end. That 
conflict has already taken a heavy toll-in lives lost, in wounds inflicted, in property 
destroyed, and in simple human misery. If we fail to find a just and peaceful solution, 
history will judge us harshly.Therefore, I believe that we both have a heavy obligation to 
seek earnestly the path to peace. It is in response to that obligation that I am writing 
directly to you.We have tried over the past several years, in a variety of ways and 
through a number of channels, to convey to you and your colleagues our desire to 
achieve a peaceful settlement. For whatever reasons, these efforts have not achieved 
any results. . . .In the past two weeks, I have noted public statements by representatives 
of your government suggesting that you would be prepared to enter into direct bilateral 
talks with representatives of the U.S. Government, provided that we ceased 
"unconditionally" and permanently our bombing operations against your country and all 
military actions against it. In the last day, serious and responsible parties have assured 
us indirectly that this is in fact your proposal.Let me frankly state that I see two great 
difficulties with this proposal. In view of your public position, such action on our part 
would inevitably produce worldwide speculation that discussions were under way and 
would impair the privacy and secrecy of those discussions. Secondly, there would 
inevitably be grave concern on our part whether your government would make use of 
such action by us to improve its military position.With these problems in mind, I am 
prepared to move even further towards an ending of hostilities than your Government 
has proposed in either public statements or through private diplomatic channels. I am 
prepared to order a cessation of bombing against your country and the stopping of 
further augmentation of U.S. forces in South Viet-Nam as soon as I am assured that 
infiltration into South Viet-Nam by land and by sea has stopped. These acts of restraint 
on both sides would, I believe, make it possible for us to conduct serious and private 
discussions leading toward an early peace.I make this proposal to you now with a 
specific sense of urgency arising from the imminent New Year holidays in Viet-Nam. If 
you are able to accept this proposal I see no reason why it could not take effect at the 
end of the New Year, or Tet, holidays. The proposal I have made would be greatly 
strengthened if your military authorities and those of the Government of South Viet-Nam 
could promptly negotiate an extension of the Tet truce.As to the site of the bilateral 
discussions I propose, there are several possibilities. We could, for example, have our 
representatives meet in Moscow where contacts have already occurred. They could 
meet in some other country such as Burma. You may have other arrangements or sites 
in mind, and I would try to meet your suggestions.The important thing is to end a conflict 
that has brought burdens to both our peoples, and above all to the people of South 
Viet-Nam. If you have any thoughts about the actions I propose , it would be most 
important that I receive them as soon as possible.Sincerelv,Lyndon B. 
JohnsonPRESIDENT HO CHI MINH'S REPLY TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S 



LETTERFebruary 15, 1967Excellency, on February 10, 1967, I received your message. 
Here is my response.Viet-Nam is situated thousands of miles from the United States. 
The Vietnamese people have never done any harm to the United States. But, contrary 
to the commitments made by its representative at the Geneva Conference of 1954, the 
United States Government has constantly intervened in Viet-Nam, it has launched and 
intensified the war of aggression in South Viet-Nam for the purpose of prolonging the 
division of Viet-Nam and of transforming South Viet-Nam into an American neo-colony 
and an American military base. For more than two years now, the American 
Government, with its military aviation and its navy, has been waging war against the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, an independent and sovereign country.The United 
States Government has committed war crimes, crimes against peace and against 
humanity. In South Viet-Nam a half-million American soldiers and soldiers from the 
satellite countries have resorted to the most inhumane arms and the most barbarous 
methods of warfare, such as napalm, chemicals, and poison gases in order to massacre 
our fellow countrymen, destroy the crops, and wipe out the villages. In North Viet-Nam 
thousands of American planes have rained down hundreds of thousands of tons of 
bombs, destroying cities, villages, mills, roads, bridges, dikes, dams and even churches, 
pagodas, hospitals, and schools. In your message you appear to deplore the suffering 
and the destruction in Viet-Nam. Permit me to ask you: Who perpetrated these 
monstrous crimes? It was the American soldiers and the soldiers of the satellite 
countries. The United States Government is entirely responsible for the extremely grave 
situation in Viet-Nam. . . .The Vietnamese people deeply love independence, liberty, 
and peace. But in the face of the American aggression they have risen up as one man, 
without fearing the sacrifices and the privations. They are determined to continue their 
resistance until they have won real independence and liberty and true peace. Our just 
cause enjoys the approval and the powerful support of peoples throughout the world 
and of large segments of the American people.The United States Government provoked 
the war of aggression in Viet-Nam. It must cease that aggression, it is the only road 
leading to the re-establishment of peace. The United States Government must halt 
definitively and unconditionally the bombings and all other acts of war against the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, withdraw from South Viet-Nam all American troops 
and all troops from the satellite countries, recognize the National Front of the Liberation 
of South Viet-Nam and let the Vietnamese people settle their problems themselves. 
Such is the basic content of the four-point position of the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Viet-Nam, such is the statement of the essential principles and essential 
arrangements of the Geneva agreements of 1954 on Viet-Nam. It is the basis for a 
correct political solution of the Vietnamese problem. In your message you suggested 
direct talks between the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the United States. If the 
United States Government really wants talks, it must first halt unconditionally the 



bombings and all other acts of war against the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. It is 
only after the unconditional halting of the American bombings and of all other American 
acts of war against the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam that the Democratic Republic 
of Viet-Nam and the United States could begin talks and discuss questions affecting the 
two parties.The Vietnamese people will never give way to force, it will never accept 
conversation under the clear threat of bombs.Our cause is absolutely just. It is desirable 
that the Government of the United States act in conformity to reason.Sincerely,Ho Chi 
Minh 
 
After reading the document, what does the document tell you about the view of both 
Johnson and Ho Chi Minh and how they saw the war going and their ideas of peace. 
Please write a least 1 paragraph explaining this.  


