
 

AP English III/IV:  
Assignment(s)/Lesson(s): 

1. Complete your COVID-19 journal entry EACH DAY OF 
THE WEEK on the provided document.  

2. Please see the AP Exam document for updates and new 
requirements for the AP exam.  

3. Complete each assignment for FRQ3 and submit them 
according to the due dates.  

Target Concept: Understanding and application of proper and 
concise persuasive/argumentative writing  
Materials needed: Assignment packet(s), essay prompt, MLA 
report attachment 

  



 

COVID-19 Journal 
 
Instructions 

● This journal can be kept in any form you want: paper, Google Docs, 
scrapbook, etc. 

○ Unless you can provide pictures of the journal entries, I do not 
recommend keeping it in a journal or scrapbook. 

● Date each journal entry with the day and the date. (Ex: Monday, 
March 23, 2020) 

● At the end of the week, send proof to your teacher(s) or upload it in 
our Google classroom.  

○ This can be pictures of your journal, scrapbook or sharing your 
Google Doc with your teacher or turning your paper copies into 
the school.  

Grading Scale 
5 days for a 100. 
4 days for a 80. 
3 days for a 60. 
2 days for a 40. 
1 days for a 20. 
If you do not submit proof, you will not get credit. 
 
For English & Social Studies Credit 
Write 3-5 grammatically correct sentences about your day and what is 
going on in the world. Submit your journal every Friday.  
 
Please follow the following format for your weekly journal.  



 

COVID-19 Weekly Journal 
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Unit 6 Progress Check: FRQ  

1. Off-the-grid living—broadly defined as choosing to live self-sufficiently without one or more public              
utilities—has become increasingly attractive to many people for a variety of philosophical and practical              
reasons. However, some question whether such a mode of living actually yields the benefits that its                
proponents claim it does.  

**Carefully read the following six sources, including the introductory information for each source.             
Then synthesize material from at least three of the sources and incorporate it into a               
coherent, well-written essay in which you develop your position on the value, if any, of               
living off the grid.  

Source A (McMillan), Source B 
(Turkel), Source C (chart), Source D 
(Khalilpour and Vassallo), Source E 
(Andrews), Source F (cartoon)  

In your response you should do the following:  

**Respond to the prompt with a thesis that may establish a line of reasoning. Provide 
evidence from at least 3 of the provided sources to support your thesis. Indicate 
clearly the sources used through direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary. Sources 
may be cited as Source A, Source B, etc., or by using the description in parentheses. 
Explain the relationship between the evidence and your thesis. Demonstrate an 
understanding of the rhetorical situation.**   



 

Source A 

McMillan, Tracie. “The New American Life.” Rodale’s Organic Life. Jul./Aug 2015. pp.  

86-99.  

The following excerpt is from an article published in an online health and wellness magazine.  

The term off-grid began to circulate around the turn of the millennium. On the one hand, it was                  
associated, in the wake of crises like 9/11 and fears over the Y2K bug, with “prepping” for                 
apocalypse. But it also described survivalism’s utopian opposite: the persistent American           
compulsion to do for oneself, to live simply and in consort with nature. This latter definition of                 
off-grid had a recent precursor in the back-to-the-land movement of the 1960s and 1970s, when               
solitary sorts, families, and offbeat communes eked out a living in the wilderness and away from                
mainstream society.  

“Many of those people dreamed of escaping modern society completely,” says Dona Brown,  
author of Back to the Land, a history of the movement. “They were thinking about opting out.”  

Today’s off-grid movement is different. It’s focused less on individual households than on the              
greater social good, and it encompasses many ways of life. While some of the modern off-                
gridders I’ve met are who I would expect them to be, others have surprised me.  

Denward Wilson and Kristy Klaiber are the types you might think would opt off the grid. A retired                  
professor and schoolteacher, respectively, they hand-built a passive solar house called an            
Earthship outside of Las Vegas, New Mexico, using mud, used tires, and wood. Their home, where                
the sunbathed kitchen is lush with herb plants irrigated with wastewater, reflects their inspirations:              
“a religious regard for the wilderness and its unparalleled beauty,” they say; and the writings of                
farmer-poet Wendell Berry, who exalts the agrarian life. Similarly, Joseph and Shelly Trumpey,             
another professor-teacher couple, are passionate about self-reliance, high- quality food, and           
reducing their carbon footprint. The self-identified homesteaders built their solar-powered home           
outside Ann Arbor, Michigan, by milling their own timber, raising walls with stone from their land,                
and plastering it all together with adobe and straw bales as a tangible “rejection of the fossil fuel                  
thing,” says Joe.  

But to understand the motives that drive others from the grid, consider what the grid truly is: a                  
formal, collectivized network that facilitates modern life. It arises because it makes our lives              
infinitely easier, at least initially. Within the grid, we can be warm or cool whenever we like, we can                   
travel where we want, we have light and water at the flip of a switch and the turn of a knob. But the                       
grid comes with phenomenal costs, too: global warming, pollution, drained aquifers, the            



 

devastating effects of fracking.  

Most infuriatingly, because infrastructures are social creations, the grid reflects the inequalities of             
the society that created it. Simply put, people living in affluent areas are better served by it. In and                   
around Ann Arbor, going off the grid may be a choice that reflects earth-friendly values; in a place                  
like Detroit, a struggling city with staggering poverty and notoriously unreliable public services, an              
off-grid strategy is increasingly necessary. With thousands of street lamps dark across the city,              
Reverend Ross raised money to put solar lights in the yards of people like Norma Heath, arguing                 
that the illumination was planet-friendly and, better yet, free of charge. Says Heath, who is no                
longer left in the dark, “Everybody is saying, ‘Why didn’t I get one?’”  

 

Source B 

Turkel, Tux. “Living off the grid is no longer just for back-to-the-landers.” pressherald.com. Portland              
PressHerald.8November2015. 
https://www.pressherald.com/2015/11/08/living-off-the-grid-is-no-longer-just-for-back-to-the-lander
s/  

The following excerpt is from an article published in a morning daily newspaper that serves the 
area around Portland, Maine.  

Living off the grid. It’s an ideological statement for some. It’s also an emblem of self-reliance in a                  
hyper-connected world, where the term has come to mean a weekend without smartphone service              
or posting on Facebook. For decades, it also has meant sacrificing comfort and convenience.  

But Burr and his wife, Joyce, aren’t hauling water to a yurt and reading by candlelight. They don’t                  
fret about their carbon footprint. They live in a modular home, just as thousands of rural Mainers                 
do. They have an electric refrigerator and freezer, a washer and dryer and a flat- screen TV, just                  
as any modern household might.  

Living off the electric grid still requires some concessions, however, and there are good reasons to 
stay connected. But three factors are making it easier than ever to cut the cord.  

First, the cost of solar-electric panels has fallen drastically over the past few years, so               
homeowners can generate more power for less money. Second, LED lights and efficient             
appliances have gone mainstream, so the power lasts longer. Third, the technology inside             
electric-car batteries is coming to the home, sparking a revolution in how energy is stored for when                 
the sun is not shining.  

Taken together, these factors promise to feed the fantasy of living off the grid. But even for the                  



 

majority of Mainers who will stay connected, today’s off-grid homes offer lessons in how to use                
less energy.  

Dan Burr didn’t go off the grid to save the world. He bought 42 acres here with frontage on                   
Paradise Pond and learned it would cost $100,000 to bring utility poles and wires down his                
half-mile gravel driveway.  

“The only way,” he said, “was off the grid.”  

In 2009, Burr had a Pennsylvania-built, Excel Home ranch-style modular set onto a concrete              
foundation overlooking the water. From an energy standpoint, it’s pretty basic. Two-by-six walls.             
Double-pane vinyl windows. No foundation insulation. But it’s tight enough that the Burrs stay cozy               
by tossing four cord of wood, cut from their land, into a Jotul wood stove in the living room. If they                     
go away, a small, propane-fired boiler takes over.  

Outside, things get more interesting. Eight solar panels are mounted on a pole in the yard, next to 
a smaller pole with four panels. Each array can be tilted up and down, to optimize the angle at 
which the sun strikes the solar cells in winter and summer. That feature maximizes the power 
output to the 16 batteries.  

At first, Burr had only the eight-panel array. It didn’t generate enough power for an electric                
refrigerator or freezer. He relied on propane appliances, which were expensive to run. Adding the               
four panels increased charging capacity enough to run an EnergyStar-rated electric refrigerator            
and freezer. The refrigerator draws less power than an old-style, 100-watt lightbulb.  

Burr spent $21,000 for the initial solar panel array and $7,000 for the upgrade. Today, he figures 
he could get a similar system for 40 percent less. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Source C 

Mather, Cam. “Lessons from Off-Grid Living.” Mother Earth News, Oct/Nov 2014. Chart.  

The following chart shows the daily energy consumption of a homestead operating off the grid.  

Source D 

Rajab Khalilpour and Anthony Vassallo, “Leaving the grid: An ambition or a real choice?”  

Energy Policy 82 (2015): 207-221.  

The following excerpt is from an article published in an academic journal that focuses on research 
on energy policy and energy supply.  

A key societal concern of leaving-the-grid is the consequent escalation of retail electricity prices for               
those remaining connected. The residential electricity bill consists mostly of three key elements,             
i.e. a component due to the wholesale electricity price, network costs and the retailer margin and                
administration costs. The network cost is the levelized cost of grid transmission and distribution              
infrastructure, which for instance accounts for around 45% of Australian retail electricity costs             
(Simshauser and Nelson, 2012). Given this, when some of the customer base are transformed to               
prosumers* and leave the grid, the network cost will be distributed over fewer customers and thus                
the network charge will increase. The consequent rise of electricity prices will further improve the               
economic attractiveness of leaving the grid for any remaining customers and will expedite grid              
defection (Simshauser and Nelson, 2012). This is referred to as the death spiral for utility               
companies (Severance, 2011).  

Source E 

Andrews, Eve. “Resist . . . the Temptation to Hide Away in a Tiny Home.” Grist  

Magazine, 23 May 2017. https://grist.org/living/the-missed-opportunity-of-a-tiny-tidy-life/  

The following excerpt is from an article published in a United States–based nonprofit online 
magazine that focuses on environmental issues.  

Too often, it seems that the question we seek to answer is: What can you do to be more                   
sustainable and responsible in your own life, within the confines of your own home? This               
preoccupation with individual actions, which really amount to relatively minor life tweaks, is evident              



 

in the queries I get from readers.  

It’s certainly appealing to focus on yourself in the face of a deeply polarized culture and polluted                 
planet. But what if turning away from the world makes all of its problems so much worse?  

That corresponds to a major theme in investigative journalist Mark Sundeen’s new book, The              
Unsettlers. . . . Sundeen follows three different families as they chose to go back to the land—to                  
varying degrees—in the name of living more sustainably and more meaningfully.  

What Sundeen finds is that “off-grid” tends more toward aspiration than reality, even for hardcore               
homesteaders. “After meeting quite a few of them, I realized that most off-grid people were still                
enjoying the benefits of the global economy, which is to say they were telecommuting or car                
commuting,” he tells me. “They still have access to wealth, but they had put themselves in a place                  
where they didn’t have to see any pollution or crowding or any racial inequity.”  

Sundeen describes this breed of off-gridder as “a suburbanite with a long driveway.” They’ve              
escaped the trappings of our insane economy, he says, “but they haven’t actually altered their               
behavior in a way that makes it better.”  

Which leads Sundeen to a surprise conclusion that echoes my own research: “If reducing your               
carbon footprint is your number one goal,” he says, “you should move to a city and participate in it.”                   
The less glamorous but less expensive class of city—your Boises, your Chattanoogas—where the             
infrastructure is already in place and “you can build community much more easily.”  

This isn’t necessarily prescriptive—not everyone needs to up and move to Des Moines. But              
Sundeen has a point: What does refusing to participate in our problematic, complicated world              
really accomplish? If you remove yourself as a stakeholder, can you really change the system?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Source F 

Whitehead, Bill. “Free Range.” creators.com. Creators Syndicate. 2 December 2015.  

Cartoon.  

The following is a comic created by a syndicated cartoonist.  

 

Begin your essay 
on the next page. 
Replace the text 
with your own.  



 

Your Name 

Ms. Carrington  

AP English 

March 30, 2020 

Title of Your Report 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 

euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 

quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum 

dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 

euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 

in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis 

at vero eros et accumsan. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option congue nihil imperdiet doming id 

quod mazim placerat facer possim assum. Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus legentis 

in iis qui facit eorum claritatem. Investigationes demonstraverunt lectores legere me lius quod ii 

legunt saepius. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan. 



 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 

euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 

quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.  

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis eleifend option congue nihil imperdiet doming id 

quod mazim placerat facer possim assum. Typi non habent claritatem insitam; est usus legentis 

in iis qui facit eorum claritatem. Investigationes demonstraverunt lectores legere me lius quod ii 

legunt saepius. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan. 

 


