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Mr. Vest Government Class Work 3/30-4/3 
This is the packet work for this week. This work involves learning about state governments and 
how they run. There should also be a link in google classroom to videos over state 
governments. You need to read the questions and then answer them. This will also be on 
google classroom if you are able to use that for your work. Also there is the coronavirus journal. 
The school very much would like you to work on this to keep track on life in this unique point in 
history and how you see things going on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The US Government operates on something called federalism, this is the idea that 
power should be shared between the National and the State Governments. Now, in the 
modern world that we live in, this power is not shared equally, and the Federal 
government has a majority of the power, while the state government has a lot less 
power. Still despite this, the state government in the US wield a lot of power.  The 
following readings will be about that fact and they will be about different aspects of State 
Governments. 
 
First, this one is about the powers that government has. First the federal government 
has three types of power that it can use, and those are expressed, implied and inherited 
powers. Each of these are often used by the federal  government and are important for 
the day to day workings of the federal government.Expressed means that it is said word 
for word in the constitution. Implied means while it is not said directly you can imply 
these powers from the words used in the constitution. Lastly we have Inherited powers, 
these are powers that the federal government has naturally has to represent the nation 
to other nations.  
 
The powers of the state include the following things 
Issue licenses 
 Regulate intrastate (within the state) businesses 
 Conduct elections 
 Establish local governments 
 Ratify amendments to the Constitution 
 Take measures for public health and safety 
 May exert powers the Constitution does not delegate to the national government or 
prohibit the states from using 
Collect taxes 

Build roads 

Borrow money 

Establish courts 

Make and enforce laws 

Charter banks and corporations 

Spend money for the general welfare 

Take private property for public purposes, with just compensation 

 



Questions 

1. What are the Powers that a National Government has? 
2. What is the difference between implied powers and expressed powers? 
3. Please rank what you think the most important 5 powers that state governments 

have are and why they are more important than the rest 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Assignment 2 

State Constitutions 
The Basics 
Each state has its own constitution which it uses as the basis for laws. All state governments 
are modeled after the federal government and consist of three branches: executive, legislative, 
and judicial. The U.S. Constitution mandates that all states uphold a "republican form" of 
government, although the three-branch structure is not required. 
 
Therefore, in basic structure state constitutions much resemble the U.S.Constitution. They 
contain a preamble, a bill of rights, articles that describe separation of powers between the 
executive, legislative and judicial branches, and a framework for setting up local governments. 
 
Length and Specificity 
State constitutions also tend to be significantly more lengthy than the U.S. Constitution. State 
constitutions can contain as many as 174,000 words (Alabama), and have as many as 513 
amendments attached (also Alabama). Much of this length is devoted to issues or areas of 
interest that are outdated. Oklahoma's constitution, for example, contains provisions that 
describe the correct temperature to test kerosene and oil. California has sections that describe 
everything that may be deemed tax-exempt, including specific organizations and fruit and nut 
trees under four years of age. 
 
Amendment 
All state constitutions provide for a means of amendment. The process is usually initiated when 
the legislature proposes the amendment by a majority or supermajority vote, after which the 
people approve the amendment through a majority vote. Amendments can also be proposed by 
a constitutional convention or, in some states, through an initiative petition. 
 
Questions 

1. What is every state constitution modeled after? 
2. What form of government must every state have? 
3. What is an example of a state with a very long constitution, and why is this the case? 
4. How are state constitutions amended? 

 



Assignment 3 

The Legislature 
All states have a bicameral, or two-house legislature, except Nebraska, which has a unicameral, 
or single, house. Legislative salaries range from nothing (Kentucky and Montana) to $57,500 
(New York) per year. In states where there is no official salary, legislators are often paid on a 
per diem basis (i.e. Rhode Island Legislators earn $5 per day). 

The Upper House 
● called the Senate. 
● membership can range from 21 (Delaware) to 67 (Minnesota). 
● terms usually last four years. 

The Lower House 
● called the House of Representatives, General Assembly, or House of Delegates 

(Virginia), 
● membership can range from 40 (Alaska and Nevada) to 400 (New Hampshire). 
● terms usually last two years. 

Leadership 
Like the national legislature, each house in a state legislature has a presiding officer. The 
Lieutenant Governor presides over the Senate, but the majority leader assumes most of the 
leadership roles. The house elects a Speaker who serves as its leader. Leaders of each house 
are responsible for recognizing speakers in debate, referring bills to committee, and presiding 
over deliberations. 
States grant legislatures a variety of functions: 

● Enact laws 
● Represent the needs of their constituents 
● Share budget-making responsibilities with Governor 
● Confirm nominations of state officials 
● House begins impeachment proceedings, Senate conducts the trial if there is an 

impeachment. 
● Casework 
● Oversight - review of the executive branch. (e.g., sunset legislation) 

Citizen Legislation 
Legislators don't wield the only legislative power in state government. In many states, the 
people can perform legislative functions directly. The ways by which these methods can be 
implemented vary, but they usually require a certain number of signatures on a petition. After 
that, the issue is put on the ballot for a general vote. 



● Initiative - A way citizens can bypass the legislature and pass laws or amend the state 
constitution through a direct vote. 

● Referendum - A way citizens can approve of statutes or constitutional changes proposed 
by the legislature through a direct vote. 

● Recall - A way citizens can remove elected officials from office. It is allowed in 14 states 
and is hardly ever used. 

● Questions 
1. What is the one state with a unicameral legislature? 
2. What makes up the two parts of a bicameral legislature? 
3. What do you think is the most important function of a state legislature 
4. How are common citizens empowered in various states? 

 
 
 
 


